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45 Stearns Road 

Full Demolition ï June 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:    45 Stearns Road 

Applicant:    Access Development LLC  

Building Type:   House (Full) 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

                    
 

                        

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
 

The two-family residence at 45 Stearns Road was constructed in 1903 by architect and builder Harry S. Freeman, who 

owned the home from 1903 until 1907, using it as a single family rental property.  Freeman was responsible for many of 

the homes built in the Stearns Road neighborhood after it was subdivided in the 1890ôs.  In 1903 Freeman lived at 77 

Stearns Road, which he built.  In 1905 he built and moved to 27 Littell Road, a three family home just around the corner.  

With his firm, Freeman, Funk & Wilcox he developed at least 9 more two family homes on Littell Road as well as 73 

Stearns Road, all of which remain largely intact today.   

 

The west portion of Stearns Road adjacent to Harvard Street was developed with single family homes between 1880 and 

1905. By 1907 the first 3 ½ story apartment buildings were built at the intersection of Stearns Road and Sewall Avenue, 

soon followed by row houses and two-family homes. In 1967 the first of two six-story condominium buildings were built 

on the street, shifting the scale of the neighborhood definitively away from the original single-family residential 

neighborhood. A small grouping of 2 ½ story buildings remain on Stearns Road between Sewell and St. Paul St, including 

#50 (currently waiting out a 1 year demolition stay) and #41/43. 

 

The 2 ½ story Colonial Revival style house rises from a concrete foundation to a hipped roof with asphalt shingles.  A 

single story full width porch with classical columns frames a center entry with pilasters and a transom window.  Pilasters 

are continued at the corners of the façade, including at the center bay of the second floor, which is built out over the first 

story porch.  Multiple small dormers occupy all four roof slopes of the main body of the house.  The home was renovated 

in 1920 by owner Clara Mackie and converted into a two family in 1949 by owner Philip Berger.  Other alterations 

include rebuilding the chimney; siding, roof, gutter & window replacements. 
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The house at 45 Stearns Road meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building at 45 Stearns Road retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 
Aerial view of 31 Stetson Street, looking east. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 31 Stetson Street, looking north. 
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Aerial view of 31 Stetson Street, looking west. 

 

 

Aerial view of 31 Stetson Street, looking south. 
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Photograph of the façade of 45 Stearns Road. 

 

 
 


